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Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

June 2023 was the Earth’s hottest—ever. July saw the trend continue. The
extreme summer temperatures made me wonder: Just how much heat can the human
body stand? Deaths from heat are pretty common and, as the world heats up, may
become more so if we don't develop a plan for extreme heat days, like the kind of
warning system that usually comes before a major hurricane or blizzard. In 2019,
approximately 469,000 people worldwide died from overheating, according to a paper
published in 2021 in The Lancet.

Whether a certain temperature can kill depends on humidity, wind speed, and
direct exposure to sunlight, as well as a person’s level of physical activity, body size,
and clothing. Temperatures reportedly reached 48.3C where a man and his young son
died hiking this June in the US state of Texas, but just 41.7C when a young couple,
their baby daughter, and the family dog all died in 2021 while hiking in California. The
young parents had brought what seemed like enough water. When they started their
hike, the temperature was only in the low 20s. They had planned to be home before it
got really hot. The hike started downhill, but getting back to their car required a 700m
climb up a slope in direct sunlight. They never made it.

Our bodies cool off by sending blood to the skin, where it releases heat into the air.
But that only works until the air temperature is about 35C, which is as hot as your
skin can get. Then there’s only one way to cool off, which is to sweat. The sweat isn’t
what cools you—it's the process of sweat evaporating. If the humidity gets too high,
evaporation doesn’t occur, and sweat collects on your skin and drips. Humans will start
to cook in their own body heat at the equivalent of 35C with 100% humidity. The
elderly, the very young, and people with illnesses can suffer heatstroke® at lower
temperatures.

Ollie Jay, director of the Heat and Health Research Incubator at the University of
Sydney, says he's devised a five-level “heat stress” warning scale to alert people if the

danger is low, moderate, high, very high or extreme. These levels would be based on a



combination of the temperature, wind, sun exposure, and humidity to warn people when
those factors line up in a deadly combination. Alerts could be sent to phones and sent
out on television. An interactive app could allow people to check the risk level of various
activities such as running or hiking. But Jay says it's most important to reach people at
the greatest risk, some of whom may need to get a more basic warning on television.
Heat has been killing people for decades—especially in cities acting as heat islands.
As the Earth gets hotter, that will put more pressure on city officials to use heat
warning systems, public cooling centers, and science-based regulations aimed at

preventing heat from killing us.

Adapted from: Carmichael, S. G. (2023, July 12). How much heat can the human body
stand? The Japan Times. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2023/07/12/commentary/

world-commentary/climate-change-heat/

*heatstroke ZAHE

For Q1~Q10, write the letter (a, b, ¢, or d) of the best answer on the answer sheet.

Q1. What is the main point of the passage?
a. Hiking in hot weather is dangerous.
b. People need to check warnings before doing outdoor activities.
c¢. Summer heat kills as many people as hurricanes and blizzards.

d. The combination of several weather conditions can be deadly.

Q 2. The purpose of the text is to .

a. argue
b. describe
c. inform
d. persuade



Q 3. According to the passage, if a plan for extreme heat is developed, deaths from
heat .
a. might be as common
b. might not be so common
¢ . would be fairly common

d. would not be as common

Q4. Which of the following does NOT influence the ability of heat to kill?
a. clothing
b. doing sports
¢ . humidity

d. sunshine

Q5. The young parents mentioned in the passage __ .
a. died in their hot car

b. got home before dark

c. had too much water

d. started hiking at the top of a hill

Q6. What can you infer from the passage?
a. Humidity can be as dangerous as temperature.
b. If your skin temperature is above 35T, you will sweat.
c. It's difficult to cool down when evaporation occurs.

d. People like to cook in hot weather.



Q7. What is true about humidity and temperature?
a. Both can be determined by alerts.
b. Neither one can Kkill you.
¢. One can make the other more dangerous.

d. They killed the highest number of people in 2019.

Q8. Who would be most helped by a more basic “heat stress” warning?
a. Families.
b. Hikers.
c¢. The elderly.
d. The father and son who died hiking.

Q9. __ can be deadly.
a. Any temperature
b. Even low temperatures
¢. Humid temperatures

d. Most temperatures

QI10. What does “it” refer to in “They never made it"?
a. Dinner.
b. Enough water.
c. Home.

d. To the car.

For Ql1, write your answer on the answer sheet.

QI1. Write an essay of 150-200 words explaining measures you took to avoid

heatstroke this past summer.
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[I] AI (NLHIHE) OWREICOWTEHEIPNLUTOXELHA, xMIZER % SV,

Could AI power robots to pick plastic out of the oceans? Or help resolve the other
pressing problems such as climate change?

While large language models — the basis of tools such as ChatGPT — have taken
the limelight lately, AI algorithms are already being used in the fight against climate
change, biodiversity decline and pollution. “Most Al isn’t flashy;” says David Rolnick,
co-founder and chair of nonprofit Climate Change Al He detailed five uses of the
technology in this arena:

Distilling large datasets into usable information, including scanning satellite
imagery for evidence of deforestation. Improving forecasts, such as predicting energy
demand and renewable supply for electricity grids. Optimizing complicated systems, to
reduce the energy required ( (O ) heat and cool buildings or make industrial
processes more efficient. (@ ) climate modeling. Speeding up scientific discoveries,
like suggesting better battery materials to hasten experimentation. Al algorithms are
already being widely used, including in — yes — ocean-cleaning efforts (there are even
robots). But ( ® ) Al has made the process efficient and autonomous, there are
limitations.

The Ocean Cleanup project is probably one of the best-funded and well-known

marine-plastic undertakings.( It's developed an Al tool to detect and map plastic objects
1)

at sea, to better deploy cleanup resources. Meanwhile, Hong Kong-based startup Open

Ocean Engineering has developed(z)Clearbot, a little solar-powered robot which can
collect trash and clean up oil spills from urban waterways. Capable ( @ ) picking
up to 200 kilograms of debris per mission, it uses Al to record and categorize the waste
it's collected.

But even if the algorithms work perfectly, how you choose to use the matters —
and there ( 3 ) plenty of well-documented issues with these projects. The Ocean
Cleanup, for example, has simply re-invented trawl fishing, but for plastic. That comes

with risks for ocean life and biodiversity — the very thing it’s trying to save.



By its own estimates, tens of thousands of small sea creatures such as crustaceans,
fish, jellyfish and squid could potentially get caught in the nets even when the system
is used at its slowest speed. During the first 12 trips of its trawl-net system to the
Great Pacific Garbage Patch, The Ocean Cleanup caught 193,832 kg of plastic along
with 667 kg of so-called bycatch, consisting mostly ( ® ) fish, sharks, mollusks and
sea turtles. While that’s a lot more plastic than marine life, there’s a cost-benefit
analysis to consider. What's more, the huge nets are towed by diesel-powered ships,
making the process extremely carbon intensive.

An even bigger issue is that these efforts are ( (@ ) making a dent in the
problem. At least 14 million tons of plastic end up in the ocean every year. (3)m
current rate, () predicted / &) plastic / @) 2050 / @ will / @ fish / @ it's / &® outweigh /
@ that / @ by). According to its data dashboard, The Ocean Cleanup has so far
( ) about 3,300 tons of the stuff.

Ultimately, a global legally-binding treaty, like the one that was to be hashed out in

Paris, will make the biggest difference to the plastic problem by tackling it at source

rather than remedying the symptoms. (“The hardest thing often in technology is
1)

listening to what’s needed and building what’s needed, rather than what you think is

needed,” says Rolnick. “It can’t be technology coming in and saving the day. It has to
be a combination of people with technological tools, people with on the ground expertise
and communities who are (@ ) by the technology.”

Al is helping elsewhere. National Grid ESO, Britain’s electricity system operator, is
using Al to ( ) the accuracy of its electricity demand forecasts, enabling better
integration of renewable energy. Rolnick has been involved in creating tools for
automated insect sensors to help accelerate and expand the collection of biodiversity
data around the world. The pay-off has already been huge: In Panama, the system
helped entomologists identify 100 species that were new to science.

The moral of the story is that artificial intelligence isn’'t going to magically fix our
problems, and the futuristic option isn't always the most effective choice. But, used

intelligently and sensitively, machine learning can be harnessed to bolster people power



in the battle to save the planet.

[ B G A ]

algorithms : 7V TV X & (FH8 J7#:), biodiversity : W% kM, co-founder : & [F £l
4, nonprofit : JEEFIFA, satellite imagery : HAM{E, deforestation : FRAMALIR,
electricity grids : FE/J#d, optimize : x#1t3 %, The Ocean Cleanup : BlkD 4w (JE
ML), deploy : Fifi9 %, Open Ocean Engineering : 23 D4 Hi, Clearbot : &
Ky bO%HEI, oil spills: ¥ H A, debris : B¢ H, trawl fishing : 5] & H8 i,
crustaceans : Hi%3H, jellyfish : 7 54", Great Pacific Garbage Patch : KFiET I N
I, bycatch : {R#EY (BREFTICHBELTLEHIWD I L), mollusk @ BB,
tow : #5119 %, carbon intensive : LK FEHEH R DL\, make a dent : A LEST
A, treaty : W€, remedy : 3%3 %, symptoms : JiEdK, National Grid ESO : o
%, entomologists : J&H%##, harness : FIH 3 %, bolster : 513 %

Hi L © Lara Williams, AI robots can’t clean the world’s plastic-plagued oceans alone, The

Japan Times, July 1-2, 2023, p.8. (&)

1 O~WIZANLRSEY 2FENE, THETIURSNIBREOT 25 —2RATH
SR E 0,

@  (in, to, for) @ (Accelerated, Accelerate, Accelerating)
®  (while, when, because) @  (of, on, as)

® (i, are, was) ®  (of, for, to)

(@  (only, surely, barely) (to catch, catching, caught)

© (affecting, affected, affect) (double, reduce, perform)
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W) DUIFTlE%R v, The Ocean Cleanup (=3 ¥ ¥ - 27U =7 v 7, FFEFF
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(1) ZORFEDPHLINTH L1504 2L EfED,

It has been more than 150 years [s 1 this university was founded.

(2) Ftow, RIFLIAKREZFREA TN,

I[u ] to read books when I was a child.

(3) AP E LT eE2THDXWITHDHDIIMMD v,
Nothing can [p ] me from doing what I like.

(4) BHREICHT 2 DL 05, FEFAIHTI2mFTHL I LI H25%
Vo

It is not [s ] that many disputes about environmental law are really

disputes about science.

(5) BTN V) FHREIFHEDTETE RV,

No one can deny the [f ] that smoking is bad for your health.

[I] ROLEZIEFIZIRL & S,

() B72Bbi>ETHENATWADT, HTERSEBRTRITTAZ EICL7

(2) B2Bb—ANOE DD, HMIRZFAHZDIMPTELDNZERDULEND 5

(3) FTEHOMIBIIEBH LAVE DTV,
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ROIELZFHAT, CROFHIZE R R E 0

( An Osaka court ruled last Monday that Japan's ban on same-sex marriage was not
1)

unconstitutional, a blow not only to the rights of gay couples but to human rights in

general.

In keeping with the conservative tradition of Japan's judiciary, the court essentially

deferred, arguing that the responsibility for such a change rests upon the shoulders of

legislators. Parliamentarians must take action then.( It is long past time for Japan's
2)

same-sex couples to enjoy all the rights afforded their heterosexual counterparts.

(SIn the Osaka case, three same-sex couples argued that they suffer “unjust
)

discrimination” because the current legal system prevents them from getting married.

In fact, discrimination goes well beyond the ability to get married. Individuals in same-
sex relationships cannot inherit their partner’s assets and have no parental rights over
their partner’s children. They are disadvantaged when paying taxes. They can be
denied comfort and companionship in the most difficult personal struggles because their
closest personal relationship is not recognized. The Osaka plaintiffs sought ¥1 million
($7,400) per person in damages, a paltry sum compared to the meaning and value of a

ruling on their behalf.

Central to the case was the interpretation of Article 24 of the Constitution, which
says that “Marriage shall be based only on the mutual consent of both sexes and it shall

be maintained through mutual cooperation with the equal rights of husband and wife as

a basis."( The Japanese government argued that the Constitution does not mention same-
4)

sex marriage, so banning same-sex marriage should not be considered discriminatory.

The court examined the purpose of marriage, asserting that the institution is

(5)
designed by society to protect relationships between a man and a woman for giving




birth and raising children. Given that rationale, the court concluded that the ban on

same-sex marriage is constitutional.

The court took refuge in procedure, noting that “there have not been enough

discussions among people in Japan” on how to best protect the interests of same-sex

couples who choose to live together.( It argued that it is not the court’s job to create
6)

those protections; it is instead the job of the legislature. While noting that some

jurisdictions have begun to provide “marriage-like” protections, the court added that a
national approach should be realized through “establishment of systems based on

unfettered discussions in the democratic process.”

That argument makes sense. Nevertheless, it is an abdication of the fundamental
job of the judiciary — deciding the constitutionality of laws (or the absence of laws).
Instead, the Osaka court opted to defer to public opinion. But a right is either
constitutional or it isn’t; popularity has little if anything to do with it. In fact, the most

important role a court plays is when it makes a ruling that is not popular.

( A more forward-leaning approach was taken by a Sapporo court, which in March
7)

2021 backed the claim that not allowing same-sex marriage was unconstitutional. That

court found that Japan's civil law and family registration law violate Article 14 of the

Constitution, which states “all the people are equal under the law.” This is the only

other judgment on this question in Japan (although other cases are pending).

As the Osaka court noted, Japan is making progress. But it is moving too slowly.
Japan is the only Group of Seven nation that doesn’t allow people of the same gender to
marry. There are no legal protections for LGBTQ individuals against discrimination in
housing or employment. As Amnesty International noted after the Osaka ruling,
“Japan has failed to introduce national legislation to eliminate discrimination based on

sexual orientation, gender identity, expression and sex characteristics.”



Smaller jurisdictions have filled the gap. Shibuya Ward in Tokyo was first in April
2015 to offer “partnership certificates” to same-sex couples, which were not legally
binding but offered political recognition. Setagaya Ward soon followed. In June 2017,
Sapporo became the first city in Japan to officially recognize same-sex partnerships, and
Ibaraki Prefecture was the first to offer prefectural support in July 2019. Osaka
Prefecture followed suit in January 2020. In total, nearly 200 local governments now

have provide some sort of recognition for same-sex couples.

Some businesses have stepped up as well, offering benefits for and protections to

LGBTQ employees. (8They have recognized that protecting those workers is the best
)

way to attract talent and compete not only with domestic companies but international

competition too. But companies can only go so far. Government action is required. If

the Kishida administration is serious about rejuvenating the economy, it should
recognize that extending equal protection to all employees will entice foreign firms to

do business here.

That will require boldness from the government. The ruling Liberal Democratic
Party is socially conservative and has been unwilling to adopt many policies that
challenge conventional views of morality and propriety. In an October 2021 poll of
those running in last fall's election, just 12% of LDP candidates favored same-sex

marriage, while 38% were opposed.

Grim as those numbers are, there are grounds for hope. Some 50% of LDP
candidates were undecided and support is growing. That October 2021 poll also
showed that 61% of all candidates favored same-sex marriage, 15% were against and
25% were undecided. The public is even more supportive. An October 2018 poll by
Dentsu showed that 78.4% of people aged between 20 and 59 “approve” or “somewhat

approve” of same-sex marriage.



Yet according to that same Dentsu poll, 50.3% of people who identified as LGBTQ
described themselves as “reticent” or “somewhat reticent” to come out to work
colleagues. That is more evidence of the perniciousness of the current system. These
citizens are denied the freedom to be themselves and denied the fulfillments
heterosexual citizens enjoy. All of us are diminished as a result. The Japanese public

knows this is wrong. We should demand that our legislators correct this injustice.

Hi#L :© The Japan Times Editorial Board, “Japan’s disappointing ruling on same-sex
marriage,” The Japan Times, Jun 24, 2022. Retrieved from https://www.japantimes.

co.jp/opinion/2022/06/24/editorials/japan-same-sex-marriage/
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Section A. Read the following passage and summarize the main points of the passage

in Japanese. Write between 200-250 characters.

Social media influencers use social media to build their brand. They influence their
followers to buy a product, support a cause®, or visit a certain place. You may think
that a YouTuber or blogger does it just for fun, but some influencers make lots of
money. Not every social media influencer is an entrepreneur®. Still, entrepreneurs and

influencers have a lot in common.

Entrepreneurs see a need for a new product or service and start a business. An
influencer affects people through social media and has a more personal relationship
with their followers. Influencers who start their own business are definitely
entrepreneurs. Are influencers fulfilling® a need? Many say yes. Companies are using
influencers to sell their products. Influencers can get a company’s message out to
specific groups, like teen girls or gamers. An influencer’s followers are more likely to

buy what he or she suggests.

Entrepreneurs and influencers start businesses in very different ways. Nearly all
traditional businesses have startup® costs. Entrepreneurs have to spend money to buy
materials and equipment. They do not always have to use their own money to start a
business. Sometimes, they can find investors® to give them money. This money is
called venture capital*. Often the investors get part of the business in exchange.
Influencers, on the other hand, usually have much lower startup costs. Many
influencers only need social media accounts and a smartphone. Most of them don’t rent

office space for instance, since many of them work from home.

Influencers and entrepreneurs both want to build a brand, but they do it in different
ways. Entrepreneurs build their brands slowly over time. The product or service

comes first, and the brand comes later. For influencers, their brand is their personality.



They have to be able to get followers before they can make any money. Influencers
have to develop a message to reach and gain followers. Then they monetize® it,
meaning they make money from it, by working with companies to sell a product. For

influencers, personal brand comes first, and reaching followers comes second.

Most businesses sell their products for more than it costs to make. This is their profit.
After gaining followers, influencers enter partnerships with companies or advertisers®.
These companies or advertisers pay them to post* about their products. Influencers
can add advertisements®* to their page. Most influencers earn money through a
combination of advertisements, posts, and sometimes creating products, which of

course, they advertise on their social media channels.

Entrepreneurship is an important way a country becomes richer or grows its economy.
An economy is growing when new jobs are being created and when people are
spending more money on goods and services. Entrepreneurs help the economy grow
in many ways. They create new markets and also more competition. A vast number

of startups have created new technology.

Influencers make the economy grow in similar ways. The number of influencers is
growing, and they have become more popular. They have created a new market on
social media. Many influencers also hire people, because they need help creating new
content. As more people become influencers, there is more competition. Influencers also
get followers to join new social media platforms to see their content. As entrepreneurs,
influencers create businesses and add a few unique features that continue to boost the

economy.



i

*cause FLEMYKFE - AL AEH)
*entrepreneur FCEFR
*fulfilling  fif22% R7-5
*startup HEZE

*investors &R

*capital BA

*monetize YiRILT %
*advertisers i T

*post B

*advertisement Ji45

Adapted from “Influencers: The Modern Entrepreneur”, National Geographic.

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/influencers-modern-entrepreneur/



Section B. Write an essay in English that responds to the following question. Write

between 250-300 words.

Many young people in Japan are using social media such as LINE, Instagram, and
TikTok. What are some advantages of using social media to communicate with your
friends and others? What about some disadvantages? Give specific examples to

support your ideas and thoughts.
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I. ROXZmGH, LTORIZER % S,

I myself had one very strange birthday experience — though it was strange only
for me, personally.

Early one birthday morning I was listening to the radio in the kitchen of my Tokyo
apartment. I usually get up early to work. I wake between four and five in the
morning, make myself some coffee (my wife is still sleeping), eat a slice of toast and go
to my study to begin writing. While I prepare my breakfast, I usually listen to the
radio news — not by choice (there's not a lot worth hearing), but because there's not
much else to do at such an early hour. That morning, as I waited for my water to boil,

(1)
the newsreader was announcing a list of public events planned for the day, with details

of when and where they were happening. For example, the Emperor was going to

plant a ceremonial tree, or a large British passenger ship was due to dock in Yokohama,
or events would be taking place throughout the country in honor of this being official
chewing gum day (I know it sounds ludicrous but I am not making it up: there really is
such a day.)

The last item in this list of public events was an announcement of the names of
famous people whose birthday fell on January 12. And there among them was my own!

“Novelist Haruki Murakami today celebrates his **th birthday,” the announcer said. I

was only half listening, but, even so, at the sound my own nam(?z)I almost knocked over
the hot kettle. “Whoal” I cried aloud and looked around the room in disbelief. “So,” it
occurred to me a few minutes later with a pang, “my birthday is not just for me any
more. Now they list it as a public event.”

A public event?

Oh well, public event or not, at least at that moment some of the people throughout

(3)
Japan — it was a nationwide broadcast — standing (or sitting) by their radios may

have had at least some fleeting thought of me. “So, today is Haruki Murakami’s

birthday, eh?” Or, “Oh, wow, Haruki Murakami's ** years old now, too!” Or, “Hey,

whaddya know, even guys like Haruki Murakami have birthdaysl”( In reality, though,
4)



how many people in Japan could have been up at this ridiculous pre-dawn hour

listening to the radio news? Twenty or thirty thousand? And how many of those

would know my name? Two or three thousand? I had absolutely no idea.

(Copyright © Harukimurakami Archival Labyrinth, 2002

Reprinted by permission of Harukimurakami Archival Labyrinth)
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What are advantages or disadvantages of majoring in the humanities compared

with majoring in one of sciences? Explain your ideas with examples and supporting

reasons.
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Part 1. Summary of the Reading Passage
Students may respond in English (Option A) or in Japanese (Option B).
Option A.
Summarize the main points of the article in English. Your summary should be
between 100 and 200 words in length
Option B.
Summarize the main points of the article in Japanese. Your summary should be

between 100 and 200 characters (5%) in length

Reading Passage

In recent years more and more people have been buying battery-powered electric
vehicles (BEVs). Since 2020 the market for BEVs has expanded greatly. Meanwhile,
many countries have announced plans to ban the sale of internal-combustion engine
(ICE)* cars that run on gasoline or diesel. Norway is the first country to ban the sale
of new ICE cars, beginning from 2025. Other countries in Europe and elsewhere,
including China and India have announced plans to end the sale of ICE passenger cars
during the 2030s.

Why are many countries planning to ban the sale of new ICE cars over the next 15
to 20 years? Under the 2015 Paris Agreement 193 countries agreed to become carbon
neutral® by eliminating net Green House Gas (GHG)* emissions, such as CO,, by the
second half of this century, mostly by 2050 to 2060, to keep global warming within 1.5
degrees Celsius, or a maximum of 2.0 degrees Celsius. Replacing ICE cars and trucks
with zero emission vehicles is an important way many countries are striving to realize
the goals of the Paris Agreement.

Japan played a leading role in the development of electric vehicles. Nissan was the
first company to mass-market a BEV, the Nissan Leaf, starting in 2011. In 2014 Toyota
followed suit by becoming the first company to mass produce a Fuel Cell Electric

Vehicle (FCEV)* that uses hydrogen® instead of charging a battery. Nonetheless,



Japanese automobile makers have fallen behind in the race build and sell electric
vehicles, as most of the cars they produce are still gasoline-powered ICE cars, including
hybrids that use an ICE engine plus an electric motor powered by a battery.
Companies outside of Japan, such as Tesla, Hyundai, Volkswagen, and several Chinese
companies such as BYD, have taken the lead in BEVs.

At the same time electric vehicles have attracted criticism.** Some argue that the
batteries that BEVs use are not environmentally friendly as they require mining a lot
of minerals, such as cobalt and lithium, require a lot of energy to produce, and
eventually must be discarded when they wear out. Some even claim that their net
emissions are not much lower than those of ICE vehicles. At the same time FCEV
sales remain very small as hydrogen remains expensive, there are few hydrogen
fueling stations, and most hydrogen is still produced from coal or natural gas, thereby
creating CO, emissions. Some critics argue that hybrid cars are more practical and
better for the environment in the short run, even though they still emit some CO.,.

BEV supporters respond that the batteries BEVs use can and are being recycled,
and that if zero-emission renewable energy such as solar and wind power are used in
the manufacturing and charging of BEVs, then their net carbon emissions are nearly
zero. Finally, they point out that better and more environmentally friendly batteries
are being developed and that all new technologies require time and trial and error to
improve. One thing is for sure, the debate over whether BEVs, FCEVs or hybrid cars

are better for the environment is likely to continue for at least several more years.

*Internal-combustion engine: PY#RHE R

*Carbon neutral: #— K>y =2—1+ 7V (REXRTAOPLFE =¥ )

*Green House Gas: IR H 7 A

*Fuel Cell Electric Vehicle: #AFHE M5 H By 5

*hydrogen: /K

**Rowan Atkinson, “I love electric vehicles — and was an early adopter. But increasingly

I feel duped,” The Guardian, June 3, 2023.



Part 2. Response in English to the Reading Passage
What do you think about the problem discussed in the Reading Passage (Part 1)?
Your response should be written in English and be between 300 and 500 words in

length.

Part 3. Short Essay
Select one essay question from the three choices and write your response. Provide
clear examples to support your view. Your answer should be between 300 and 500

words in length.

3a. With global tensions and instability growing between major powers, as exemplified
by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and tensions between China and the US over Taiwan,
is this the wrong time to be promoting nuclear disarmament, because nuclear
deterrence is said to have a role in preventing great power war? Or is this precisely
the right time to be promoting nuclear disarmament? Discuss and give reasons for

your opinion.

3b. Now that the Covid pandemic appears to be effectively over, reflect on how it has
or has not changed your life. Have you gone back to the way you were living before
Covid, or has the pandemic changed your life and the way you live it forever, for

better or worse? Provide concrete examples.

3c. If you could have one superpower, what would it be? Explain why this superpower

would be more appealing than any other and what you would do with it.
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