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According to the recent results of an international test, Japanese high school
students’ ability to read and think logically is declining. Someone says, “They spend
much time using SNS or playing online games, so they don't have time to read books
and think about them.” Do you agree with this idea? What is the cause of the decline

in reading skills? Explain your opinion with examples.
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In 1956 Phoenix, Arizona, was a city with boundless blue skies. One day as I
walked around the house with my sister Kathy's new parakeet on my finger, I had the
notion to show Perky what the sky looked like. Maybe he could make a little bird

friend out there.ml took him into the backyard, and then, to my horror, Perky flew off.

The enormous, relentless sky swallowed up my sister’s blue treasure, and suddenly he

was gone, clipped wings and all.

, Kathy managed to forgive me. With fake optimism, she even tried to reassure me
)

that Parky would find a new home. But I was far too canny to believe that such a

thing was possible. I was inconsolable. Time passed. Eventually, my great remorse

took a modest place among the larger thins of life and we all grew up.

Decade later, I watched my own children growing. We shared their activities,
spending soccer Saturdays in folding chairs with the parents of kid’'s friends, the
Kissells. The two families went camping around Arizona together. We piled into the
van to go on outings to theater. We became the best of friends. One evening, the
game was to tell Great Pet stories. One person claimed to have the oldest living
goldfish. Someone else had a psychic dog. Then Barry, the father of the other family,
took the floor and announced that the Greatest Pet of All Times was his blue parakeet,
Sweetie Pie.

“The best thing about Sweetie Pie”, he said, “was the way we got him. One day,
when I was about eight, out of the clear, blue sky, a little blue parakeet just floated
down and landed on my finger.”

When I was finally able to speak, we examined the amazing evidence. The dates

(3)
and the locations and the pictures of the bird all matched up. It seems our two families

had been connected long before we ever met. Forty years later, I ran to my sister and

said, “You were right! Perky lived!”
(Paul Auster, True Tales of American life, 2001, faber and faber, pp.30-31)
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Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

Keep America Beautiful is a non-profit organization that “inspires and educates
people to take action every day to improve and beautify their community environment,”
according to its website. The organization was established in 1953 by local and
corporate leaders who wanted to promote clean and green lifestyles. (@It first aired
public service announcements about litter prevention in 1956 and took over organizing
America Recycles Day from the National Recycling Coalition in 2010.

Established in 1997, America Recycles Day has been held on November 15 every
year in the United States. Keep America Beautiful supports local organizations that
want to arrange events on this day to educate and motivate people to expand and
improve recycling efforts.

Keep America Beautiful's efforts are not limited to one day a year, though. It also
administers RecycleMania, the largest recycling competition for college students in the
country. Another annual event, Recycle-Bowl, established in 2011, is the first
nationwide recycling competition for students ranging in age from kindergarten
through high school.

Japan also has a national recycling day. In 1990, the Japan Recycling Network
established October 20 as Recycling Day in Japan. Its aim is to promote the 3 Rs of
recycling: Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry
named October as 3R Promotion Month as well.

The three Rs are quite well known, but some say there are five Rs when it comes to
protecting the environment. For example, before you reduce, you should refuse to buy
and accept unnecessary items. Also, before recycling, people should try to repurpose
items. ® This means to use something for another purpose, such as using newspapers
to soak up oil or the backs of newspaper inserts to write memos. There are even some
who say Rethinking should be the first R, and Rot a seventh R. In other words, our
consumer habits should start with reconsideration of what we buy before making a

purchase and end with returning organic material such as food waste back to soil.



All these Rs can be confusing. The important point to remember is that although

there are many items we can buy and use, there is only one planet we can inhabit.

For Q1~Q5, write the letter (a, b, ¢, or d) of the best answer on the answer sheet.

Q1. Keep America Beautiful __
a. is a government organization that promoted recycling
b. is the slogan of the National Recycling Coalition
¢ . makes money from recycling events

d. organizes events to promote recycling

Q 2. America Recycles Day has been held annually for approximately _ years.
a. 10
b. 23
c. 64
d. 67

Q 3. How does Keep America Beautiful motivate young people to recycle?
a. It administers recycling days in other countries as well.
b. It creates public service announcements about recycling.
c. It organizes recycling contests.

d. It sponsors America Recycles Day.

Q4. Which of the following is NOT stated in the reading?
a. America Recycles Day events are held locally.
b. It can be difficult to keep track of all the Rs in recycling.
c. Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry promotes recycling in
October.

d. RecycleMania is not held at universities in big cities.



Q5. What can be inferred from the text?
a. Itis necessary to do all seven Rs.
b. Most countries do not have a Recycling Day.
c. RecycleMania is held every year.

d. The writer thinks there are five Rs for recycling.

For Q6, write the letters of the actions in the correct order on the answer sheet.

Q6. Put the following actions in the order in which they should occur, according to

the text.

a. Recycle
b. Reduce
c. Refuse

d. Repurpose

e . Rethink
f. Reuse
g. Rot

For Q7 and Q8, write the answer on the answer sheet.

Q7. What does @ It refer to?

Q 8. What does ® This refer to?

For Q9, write your answer on the answer sheet.

Q9. Write an essay of at least 150 words explaining how you do some of the Rs of

recycling.
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Section A
Read the following passage and summarize the main points of the passage in

Japanese. Write between 350-400 characters.

Takanobu Asano, an actor, tweets a hashtag® “I oppose the proposed revision of the

Public Prosecutors Office Law™" on May 10.

In a nation where few celebrities make political statements, it was a remarkable sight
when a Twitter hashtag opposing a government bill went viral, thanks to his domestic
star power. Now, some celebrities who were fueling the flames are reckoning with a
backlash for adopting a political stance. Their political message inspired a massive
groundswell® of online opposition to the bill this week, but also alienated certain fans,

prompting at least one celebrity to delete her post.

Kyary Pamyu Pamyu, a musician and model known as an ambassador of Harajuku
fashion culture, expressed her opposition to the bill in a tweet, only to delete it shortly
thereafter. Her fans were divided and “arguing hotly,” she wrote in another tweet.
“That made me feel sad, so I deleted it,” the singer, 27, explained. Some left angry
comments on her posts. “Study politics well before making a statement,” one said. “A
singer should just sing,” said another. “I don't like the way your comment is seen as

representative of the young generation,” another commenter said.

Kyoko Tominaga, an associate professor of sociology at Ritsumeikan University, warned
against responses aimed at silencing critical voices. “It’s fair to criticize what someone

has said, but the right to free speech should be protected as well.”

TV Producer Dave Spector, an American, said the Japanese are much more discreet
about their political stances than Americans partly because of the unique culture of

their entertainment industry. “Entertainers in the United States don’t belong to a



talent agency. They just make a management deal” he said. “But in Japan, talent
agencies are powerful. Not many entertainers will make a political statement out of

consideration for sponsors and TV stations.”

Actor Junichi Ishida, 66, joined the mass demonstration against Abe's push for security
bills in 2015 and grabbed media attention. “Peer pressure® runs deep in the industry,
enforcing that entertainers remain apolitical®*” Ishida said in a previous interview with
The Asahi Shimbun. Prior to protesting, he recalled telling his wife about the

possibility it could lead to him losing jobs.

Keisuke Honda, a famed soccer player who recently signed with Brazilian club
Botafogo, is trying to change the culture. He said he is fed up with* hearing that,
“Keep your foot out of your mouth and stick with your day job,” whenever celebrities
speak up. In a recent tweet, he said, “Let’s make it a banned phrase,” and encouraged
celebrities to use their platforms to talk about the economy and politics. “There is no
country worse than Japan in terms of artists, actors and athletes who don’t talk about

politics. Let’s talk more. Because this is about your country.”

(696)

Adopted from N. Edogawa and M. Hayashi. “Shut up and sing? Celebrities’ political
tweets bring backlash” in The Asahi Shimbun: May 12, 2020 (Retrieved from

www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13367399)

*hashtag : # Ot H & PAEBK L TR SN TNSLSNSD Y 7 - TN

*Public Prosecutors Office Law : & 2 Cld [MEBEEFEEEZLE] 2HL V5
*groundswell : 7R EDOEF D

*peer pressure : i DOFET)

*apolitical : BURIZEALA vy, 2 YR %

*fed up with : 7 %V 35



Section B. Write at least 250 words.

Many schools in Japan have resorted to online learning for their students to prevent
the spread of Coronavirus. However, even before the Coronavirus pandemic, online
learning has been prominent in the United States and elsewhere, giving educational
access to people who wish to learn but lack money, live far away from school, or have
jobs that do not allow them to attend classes when they are being offered. Write an

essay on online learning that responds to the following question:

What are the merits and demerits of online learning, and what possibilities do online

learning have for the future of education?
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Part 1. Summary of the Reading Passage
Students may respond in English (Option A) or in Japanese (Option B).
Option A.
Summarize the main points of the article in English. Your summary should be
between 100 and 200 words in length.
Option B.
Summarize the main points of the article in Japanese. Your summary should be

between 100 and 200 characters (%) in length.

Reading Passage

An analysis of global climate data shows that the planet is heating up unevenly.
Globally, average temperatures are a little more than 1 degree Celsius (1.8 degrees
Fahrenheit) warmer than in the preindustrial era. But roughly one-tenth of the world’s
surface area has already experienced 2 degrees Celsius of warming — an amount that
U.N. scientists say will trigger dangerous climate impacts. In the United States, more
than 70 counties have passed that threshold.

Over the past year, Washington Post journalists traveled to some of the fastest-
changing places on the planet to understand why they've gotten so hot — and what
that means for people who live there.

In New Jersey, lakes that once froze solid in winter are no longer safe for skaters.
Waterfront homeowners in coastal Rhode Island are losing hundreds of feet of beach to
rising sea levels. In Minnesota, a small army of scientists is working to plant new trees
in forests that are threatened by the heat.

In other parts of the world, warming has been catastrophic. It's killing off sea
creatures in vital fishing grounds, such as the coasts of Uruguay and Angola. It's
melting Arctic permafrost, forcing communities in Alaska and Siberia to flee from the
lands they had occupied for centuries.

In Qatar, temperatures are rising to deadly highs; to survive, the country has



adopted the carbon-intensive practice of air conditioning the outdoors.

These rapid changes happen when global warming disrupts the geophysical
processes that determine regional climate.

For example, temperatures in the Arctic summer — when the sun shines 24/7 —
are typically moderated by sea ice, which reflects most of the sun’s rays back into
space. But summertime ice cover at the pole has been rapidly shrinking. It's now half
a million square miles smaller than the average since 1981. More exposed ocean means
more sunlight gets absorbed as heat, which melts the ice even further. This feedback
loop is responsible for making the Arctic the fastest-warming place on the planet.

Changes in one part of the planet can destabilize climate systems elsewhere.
Scientists say the loss of sea ice in the waters north of Japan has triggered a chain
reaction that threatens an entire Pacific ecosystem. Historically, when the ocean
surface froze it would expel huge amounts of salt into the waters below, creating a
dense, nutrient-rich current that flowed East across the Pacific. With less of the ocean
freezing, that current is weakening, and animals such as salmon are suffering as a
result.

Climate change is also transforming the systems that circulate air around the
globe. As the sun strikes the equator, huge columns of hot air rise up, then out toward
the middle latitudes, then sink as they cool. In a warmer world, that air travels farther
toward the poles, creating new “hot spots,” such as the one off the coast of Uruguay.
Research suggests this warm ocean blob is shifting southward at a rate of 40 miles per
decade.

Daniel Pauly, an influential marine scientist at the University of British Columbia,
called places where temperatures have already gone up 2 degrees Celsius “chunks of
the future in the present.” They illustrate how rising temperatures can make an
ecosystem go haywire and render certain landscapes unlivable.

If the rest of the world is to avoid the same fate, United Nations scientists say,
global greenhouse gas emissions must fall by 7.6 percent per year between now and

2030. But nations’ commitments under the Paris Climate Agreement were nowhere



near ambitious enough to meet this target.

Even this year, when the covid-19 pandemic has shuttered factories, halted travel
and caused unprecedented disruption to the global economy — at tremendous cost to
the world’s most vulnerable people — emissions aren’t expected to decline more than 7
or 8 percent. Unless countries commit to serious changes, emissions next year are
expected to shoot back up.

Humanity still has a lot of work to do.

(Adapted from “Why some spots on the planet are heating up faster than others” by
Sarah Kaplan. The Washington Post. May 20, 2020.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2020/05/20/climate-change-hotspots/)




Part 2. Response in English to the Reading Passage
What do you think about the problem discussed in the Reading Passage (Part 1)?
Your response should be written in English and be between 300 and 500 words in

length.

Part 3. Short Essay
Select one essay question from the three choices and write your response. Provide
clear examples to support your view. Your answer should be between 300 and 500

words in length.

3a. The covid-19 crisis has had a serious impact on people in most countries in the
world. Compare two countries, one that has failed to combat the pandemic
effectively and one that has been relatively successful. What reasons can you

identify for their failure or success?

3b. During the covid-19 pandemic, many employees were encouraged to work from
home rather than go into the office. What are the advantages and disadvantages of

teleworking? Do you think it will spread in the future?

3c. Some major fashion companies produce attractive clothes that are reasonably
priced but not designed to last long. This means that some customers wear items of
clothing only a few times before replacing them. What can we do as individuals to

avoid this? From a global perspective, what problems are caused by this trend?
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(1] 79 AF v 7 THMBEIZOWTEPNZDTOXEL A, #EIZEZ RSV,

( Anyone following recent coverage of the worldwide plastic waste crisis may note a
1)

contradiction in the reporting on Japan's place in the discussion. On the one hand,

Japan boasts a very high plastic recycling rate ( (O ) to local governments’ sorting
rules, which are some of the strictest in the world. Many countries would benefit from
studying Japan's garbage collection and processing practices. On the other hand, the
amount of microplastic waste in the seas immediately surrounding Japan is as much as
27 times greater as the amount in the world’s oceans on average.

According to a Forbes Japan article that was published in January, Japan's
recycling efforts are not exactly what they seem. Officially, Japan recycles 84 percent
of the plastic it collects, one of the highest rates in the world, but the government
designates three types of recycling processes: material, chemical and thermal. Material
recycling means the plastic itself is reprocessed into new plastic — PET bottles, for
instance, are made into new PET products. This is probably the image of recycling
that most people have. Chemical recycling means that plastic waste is broken ( @ )
into its constituent components, which are then recombined to make new plastic
materials. Thermal recycling means that the plastic is burned in incinerators to
produce energy.

Twenty-three percent of collected plastic is recycled materially and just 4 percent
is recycled chemically. The remainder is burned. Other countries do not consider
burning to be a recycling process. In fact, burning plastic is frowned upon in many
places. The problem with material recycling is that the material itself is degraded
when it is recycled, so there’s a limit to its efficiency. Chemical recycling requires a lot
of energy and resources, so it is uneconomic. Thermal recycling is possible because
plasticis ( @ ) from crude oil. They burn easily and produce lots of electricity, but
also have the same negative environmental impact as fossil fuels.

So while designating plastic incineration as a form of recycling isn't an outright lie,

it is arguably misleading in ( @ ) of the desired outcome, which is less pollution. Of



course, the thermal recycling situation doesn’t explain the high level of microplastics in
the sea surrounding Japan, but it does indicate a measure of the sheer volume of plastic
that Japan throws away.

Consequently, the challenge for Japan in eliminating plastic is greater than it is in
many other countries, especially ( &) ) China, which used to receive most of Japan's
plastic destined for material recycling, no longer imports plastic waste. Media outlets in
Japan have been doing their part to promote trends that would alleviate our reliance on
plastic, but it's mainly [(i) be] in a piecemeal fashion — finding alternatives to plastic
drinking straws, carrying reusable water bottles and shopping bags. A recent online
article in the online business magazine Diamond described new, more sustainable
materials to replace plastics.

NHK went further. Copying a common variety show format ( ® ) TV
personalities cut back on something for a designated period of time, the producers of
the in-depth news show “Closeup Gendai Plus” asked one of their directors to live
without any plastic for three weeks. The conditions were strict: Not only [(ii) do] he
have to forgo plastic packaging, but also anything that contained plastic. The crew
went through his apartment and removed anything with plastic in it, including his
futon and much of his clothing (acrylic fibers), toiletries and appliances.

(Hmgs)

At the end of the three weeks he had produced 39 grams of plastic waste. The

average Japanese person generates 1.8 Kkilograms during the same period, so the

experiment was a qualified success. However, (@ to his thinking / @ that / @ changes
2)

/ @ the attendant / @ was / @ noteworthy / & were / @ it). He had become closer to

his community because he had to make greater demands ( (@) ) merchants and
neighbors to get through his ordeal, demands that were met with interest and
understanding. Moreover, his fixation on cutting back became ingrained. He is now
emotionally [(ii) attach] to his water tumbler. NHK mentioned a study that found by
simply “paying attention” to plastic, a person can reduce their use of it by almost half

without much effort.



In truth, such challenges are less meaningful if a person’s entire environmental

impact is not taken ( ) consideration. (BLaundering acrylic fabrics produces
)

microplastic waste, but switching to natural fabrics such as cotton and wool comes with

different problems because of the harmful chemicals, not to mention the massive

amount of water, used in their production. In the end, the main takeaway of the NHK

challenge is that plastic is just one part of the overall issue, which is that we consume

way too much of everything.

(HLGE - FRAUMREL)
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