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1. Read the following article and summarize it in Japanese (about 400 characters). Write your answer on
Answer Sheet 1.

Whether you love or hate it, artificial intelligence (Al) is here to stay. However, some
people may wonder if Al will perform tasks that are beneficial to society as a whole,
particularly in Japan, which is facing a severely aging population and shrinking of its
workforce.

Al has seen phenomenal success with a variety of tasks, such as performing facial
recognition and piloting autonomous vehicles, but there are obvious concerns about the
negative impacts of the technology on society, such as people losing their jobs to
automation, as well as the dangers of new-generation weapons. It is crucial to have
design methodologies for Al that are truly beneficial to humans. The beneficial Al
movement, promoted by researchers in the AI community, is gaining worldwide attention
in the discussion of Al safety.

An organization that aims to ensure Al technology benefits humanity has issued an
open letter promoting robust and beneficial artificial intelligencé, which has been signed
by more than 8,000 people, including researchers and renowned entrepreneurs. The letter
reads that, because of the great potential of Al, it is important to fesearch how to ensure
its benefits while avoiding potential problems.

To further develop beneficial Al, it is crucial to figure out how to utilize data and
in which fields, as Japan can benefit from effectively employing Al in medicine and
health care, as well as manufacturing industries. [...] If thére is data, Al can predict more
accurately which treatments and prevention methods for pafticular diseases will work on
certain people, which in the best-case scenario can contain medical costs by cutting

wasteful spending.
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Another recent outcome in the Al industry is the development of self-driving cars,
which are already under active testing. To our surprise, Al has technically reached a level
capable of driving more safely than humans, while there are also roadblocks that need to
be cleared for the technology to be widely applied.

In conclusion, it is still hard to make a clear prediction on the safetyv and benefit of
Al at this point, and it is unlikely that superintelligence completely exceeding humans in

- all areas will emerge in the near future. However, Al may surpass human intelligence in a
narrow range of tasks some day. Among various types of Al, Japan should focus more on
the advancement of beneficial Al for use in 1ssues such as addressing its aging

population, rather than creating dangers and risks.

Development of beneficial Al holds key to creating a better society: expert, The Japan
Times, May 28, 2018 (KYODO)
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In this era of fake news, conspiracy theories, hoaxes, alternative facts, and biased advocacy
journalism outlets like Fox News and MSNBC, how can we as news consumers surf through this

wave of information that we are bombarded with daily?

As a university professor, when I frequently ask my students whether they’ve received any
training or education in media literacy, all I get in response is a bunch of shrugs and “huh?s”. My
freshman students often cite obscure websites as sources in their papers and articles instead of
authoritative government documents or respected news sources. I need to tell them to cite
authoritative sources like MayoClinic.org and CDC.gov when discussing the legalization of medical

marijuana, not “Joe’s Weed page”.

A 2016 Stanford University study showed that middle school, high school, and college
students had difficulty judging the credibility of information that they found online and are frequently

duped by fake news, biased sources, and sponsored content.

Given this lack of understanding when it comes to media exposure, media messaging,
reliability, sorting information, and potential bias, a growing number of teachers and schools across
the country are making an effort to improve students’ news and media literacy through media literacy

courses. However, much more needs to be done.

Media literacy is the ability to critically analyze and evaluate all forms of media. News
literacy is a subset of this, as it relates to the ability to analyze and evaluate news. Part of this analysis

is evaluating bias.

Media Literacy organizations, including The National Association for Media Litefacy
Education NAMLE) and The Center for Media Literacy, are leading the charge. NAMLE, located in
New Jersey, publishes a Journal of Media Literacy Education, and every November it organizes and
promotes Media Literacy Week. The Center for Media Literacy, headquartered in California, provides
guidance and information about media literacy and methods of teaching it. The center has provided a
MedialLit Kit for teaching critical thinking about media as well as fact sheets, media interviews, blogs,
articles, and publications on the topic of media literacy. Its website details core concepts of media

literacy.
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In July, the Newseum in Washington, D.C. is hosting a three-day seminar for teachers which
focuses on Media Literacy. The News Literacy Project works with teachers and journalists to teach
middle school and high school students to be better informed news consumers. In Philadelphia, the

Mighty Writers program featured a Media Literacy “Fake News Finders” workshop.

There is a growing number of universities and *K-12 programs that are dedicated to teaching
media literacy. The State University of New York at Stony Brook created the Centef for News
Literacy in 2006, which teaches undergraduate students how to use critical thinking skills to judge the
reliability and credibility of news reports and news sources. The center has developed curricula for
high schools and the public through the Digital Resource Center. It organizes national conferences on
news literacy and started a high school teacher training program in order to bring news literacy
courses to classes across the nation. Elements of Stony Brook’s media literacy courses have spread to

several dozen other American campuses and several countries.

After summer training sessions at Stony Brook, the principal and staffat a Coney Island
public middle school implemented a program to encourage students to become smarter readers and
news analysts. As John Timpane of The Philadelphia Inquirer recently reported, Philadelphia schools
such as Norwood-Fontbonne in Chestnut Hill are participating in the News Literacy Project funded by
the John S. and James .. Knight Foundation. In suburban Philadelphia, Bucks County schools have
included media literacy education as part of its curriculum for several years.

A few months ago, as reported by edsource.org and Common Sense Media, media literacy
*]egislation was introduced in California’s state senate that would require the state superintendent of
public instruction and the State Board of Education to convene a committee of educators, librarians,
parents, students, and media experts to identify best practices and create guidelines and
recommendations on how to teach students to be skeptical, informed news consumers and how to
recognize fake news. Last March, Washington State passed a similar digital citizenship and media

literacy law. Similar legislation is pending in several other states.

As I emphasize, it is important for K-12 students and college students to be educated about
media and news literacy if we are to give them tools to evaluate the news and information that
bombards them 24 hours a day. Teachers need to be given extensive media literacy training so they
can pass on that knowledge to their students. There needs to be more legislation like the law in

Washington state that encourage the creation of media literacy education in schools.
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Media literacy can provide skills that are essential for an educated society, and it can serve as
a life raft to save us from drowning in a vast sea of competing ideas. It’s important that people
become aware of the concept of media literacy and demand that schools teach their children well on
this topic. The media should also give exposure to media literacy education and its importance so that
people don’t shrug and have blank stares when they hear the term media literacy.

‘States Should Require Schools To Teach Media Literacy To Combat Fake News by Larry
Atkins. July 13, 2017. HuffPost.

i3 m12@ﬁ@#6u$&[ﬁﬁsﬁéjifw
*legislation: V5

[ 1] BAICATCEILTAT 4 7 VT 7 ¥ — (media literacy) &5 HEBE# EH L
52T, AXONEFEEZBFREFETERNLRZEN, (1000 FEE)

[ 2] Do you think media literacy is important? Please write your opinion in English,
(Approximately 150 words)
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