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1. Read the following article and summarize it in Japanese (about 400
characters). Write your answer on Answer Sheet 1.

With record-breaking heat waves, droughts, hurricanes and catastrophic flooding,
it’s not an exaggeration to describe the past three months as one of the most extreme
summers in recent memory around the globe. Similar to the rest of the world affected by
climate change, the cost of these extreme weather patterns has been painful for Japan,
both in terms of economic damage and human lives.

While the mechanism of recent extreme weather has not been thoroughly
understood, evidence suggests global warming is closely linked to the increasingly
explosive and intense weather patterns. In general, the number of catastrophic natural
events is on the rise globally and it is expected to become worse, threatening
biodiversity and human lives alike. In other words, the price we are now paying is
undoubtedly the direct consequence of human activities. The question is whether Japan
is doing enough to address the causes of these man-made disasters.

A sense of climate crises has been felt by many world leaders and policymakers
have started to take much needed action. In the Paris agreement of December 2015,
efforts to cut greenhouse gas emissions are included in the so-called nationally
determined contributions. Nearly 200 countries have pledged(l) reduced emissions
through 2025 and beyond. The vast majority of governments are now committed to both

ambitious global temperature goals and national actions to limit emissions.
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The Japanese government, for the first time, positioned renewable energy as a
primary energy source. One has to question, however, why the primary energy source is
not even one-third of the overall energy mix. The irony is that Japan possesses some of
the most advanced renewable energy technologies in the world. Of the 20 top global
companies with patents'® related to renewable energy, 12 are Japanese. By country,
Japan boasts the highest number of patents in the world in the field of renewable energy,
particularly solar technology. Yet Japan is behind the curve when it comes to
commercialization of such technologies.

More robust'® and high-quality private sector investment in renewable energy is
the key to successful energy transitions. Policymakers need to trigger deeper changes to
their policies to encourage investment and innovation by deregulating® the energy
industry.

Watching the deadly mega-storms tearing apart coastal towns in Southeast Asia
and the east coast of the United States is a powerful reminder that this is a serious
global challenge requiring effective global solutions. Utilizing Japan’s superior
technology and expertise in clean energy, we must step up and take the lead in the

global fight to save the Earth. (The Japan Times, September 19, 2018: adapted)

(1) pledge = &%

(2) patent = HFFF

(3) robust = FEREER

(4) deregulate = R ZFEFT D
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UTOXELFAT, REIZEZLRSV,

Around the world, the effects of alarmingly high economic inequality are spilling over into
politics and society. Economic insecurity is a driving force behind violent conflicts in the Middle East
and the rise of fascist elements in some European countries, not least Hungary and Poland. Even in
older democracies such as the United States, economic. marginalization has led to a strengthening of
ultra-nationalism and other social problems.

These trends have been ongoing for some time. But, according to Branko Milanovic of the
City University of New York, a big shift occurred between 1988 and 2008. During this period of “high
globalization,” the two segments of the world making gains were the wealthiest 1 percent in rich and
poor countries and the middle class in a few Asian countries — namely China, India, Indonesia,
Thailand and Vietnam. Meanwhile, the World Bank has shown that 766 million people — around 10
percent of the global population — were still living below the extreme poverty line of $1.90 per day as
of 2013.

To find out solutions to this problem, it is necessary to look at the underlying logic and
morality of inequality. I was thinking about this as I read Chris Hughes’ marvelous book “Fair Shot:
Rethinking Inequality and How We Earn.” Hughes co-founded Facebook with Mark Zuckerberg and
is now very wealthy at the age of 34. His book gives a moving account of growing up in small-town
North Carolina, trying awkwardly to fit in with the “white, wealthy kids,” eventually coming out as
gay, and doing well enough in school to gain admission to Harvard University. Hughes ended up
rooming with Zuckerberg, which was sheer luck. Indeed, a large part of his book deals with the role of
luck in determining individual success. “My success at Facebook,” he writes, “taught me that
seemingly small events like who you choose to room with in college can have an outsized impact on
the rest of your life.” Hughes’ solution to the problem of inequality is to tax the rich in order to
provide a *guaranteed minimum income to the lower and middle classes. It is heartening that at
least some of America’s wealthiest individuals are honest enough to recognize the unfairness of the
system, even though they have done well by it.
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To understand the logic and morality of inequality, it is worth digging further into what
Hughes says about luck. It is not just that one part of his wealth is due to luck; rather, all of it is. Luck
determined that Hughes would be smart enough to get into Harvard and then meet Zuckerberg once
there. Likewise, it was luck that Zuckerberg had learned computer programming from his father when
he was a child. Some analysts attempt to counter this by pointing out that hard work also matters. But
that is beside the point. After all, whether or not one has a strong work ethic is itself due to luck,
because it depends on one’s *genetic makeup, environment and upbringing. Thus. the importance of
luck as a determinant of wealth means that there is no moral justification for economic inequality().

Hughes’ proposal for a guaranteed minimum income is a step in the right direction, but if
would be a mistake to view it as the perfect solution. For the sake of argument, assume that the
poorest half of the population cannot afford some vaccine that would ensure them basic good health.
One might think that giving everyone a minimum guaranteed income would- correct this injustice. But
now assume that we orﬂy have resources enough to produce vaccines for only half of ﬂle population.
In this scenario, it wouldn’t matter how much money you give to the poorest half of the population:
the price of the vaccines would keep rising to the point where only the wealthiest half the population

could afford it.

The effectiveness of a guaranteed income, then, depends:on the balance and stability of the
economy. The vaccine scenario is just one example of the kind of complications that can arise. For
Hughes’ scheme to ‘work, we will have to identify risks and problems that could happen in the future
and design a system to deal with them in advance.

The ethics of reducing wealth inequality by Kaushik Basu, Project Syndicate, Mar 29, 2018. i

* guaranteed minimum income : %ﬁﬁﬂm%{%l}ﬁ [T_TOME )\}r_v{l—k‘/y Y == R T — D
e (&) 2T 584

* genetic makeup : Bz FHEE
R 1. AXOANEZAAFBTEHILLRIY, (1000 FF2E)

#X[M 2. Do you agree with the author’s view stated in the underlined part (1)? Write your opinion
in English. (approximately 150 words)
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